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V. \BLACK MUSLIMS LOSE |*>«t when the attorney f.-.r on 

H ON MURDER £ 

_ — — i he feared for -his :ife it he ; eu 

j Sm**K»>**x**Tt a *, ; fsed. Related' testimony "v- 

es’ ! ALSANV. A?ril 16— The Court- agent of the Federal B.f-4- 

■ai ^L.f^ Pe ? S u rejSC J : , ed totey an I investigation, was atso- taken </ 

!“ (appeal of three Black Muslims • private. 

3n | sentenced to life in prison fori - Malcolm X was murde-ed 
, i the ™ urde ’ of Malcolm X, lead-! Feb. 21, 1965, while address!^ 
of.tne Organization of Afro-ian audience in the Audubon 
American. Unity. ‘Ballroom in New York CI’v 

.1 in a unanimous ODinion, the- ~ 

tn [state’s highest court ruled there 
lii? ,as ?° rever sii>le error in the} 
f; J3t-degree murder conviction 
of Thomas. Hagan, Norman 3X 
Buuer and Thomas 25X John- 
son. 

The appeal asked the rever- 
sa. of the conviction because the 
press and public were barred 
from the courtroom during the 
testimony of two witnesses. 

This act the three claimed, de- 
nted them their constitutional 
right to a public trial. 

That contention was rejected, 
said Associate Judge Francis 
Bergan, who wrote the opinion ! 

because: j 

nd "In -the balancing of policy- 
a- and interests if, for a good- 
reason related directiv to the 
management of the trial the 
judge closes the court room as 
to the testimony of a witness 
n, and otherwise keeps it open to 
is the press and public,, a defenb- 
tejant is not necessarily deprived 
tojof a pubnc trial.” 

:s- The judge had dosed the 
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